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Remember angst with  
incumbents, fire Hatch in election

It seems Americans suffer from either 
terminal memory loss or terminal fear. 
Whichever it is, I worry that it will, indeed, 
prove terminal to our nation! 

In 2010, we were so disgusted with 
Washington that several emails circulated 
suggesting a new amendment to the 
Constitution which would require our 
representatives to be subject to the laws they 
make. “Dump the incumbent” fever was a 
virtual epidemic!

Our Washington “elite” use scare tactics 
to impress upon us the urgency of their 
re-election, making seniority sound more 
important than any issue. Really? Could a 
freshman class of congressmen have done a 
worse job over the past several years than 
these veterans?

Albert Einstein said “The significant 
problems we face cannot be solved at the 
same level of thinking we were at when we 
created them.” Has Orrin Hatch’s thinking 
changed in the last 36 years, or will he be 
trying to solve the problems he helped create 
by using the same old thinking that got us 
here?

I urge Utahns not to be intimidated into 
voting for Hatch and to remember the distrust 
for Congress that was so tangible during the 
2010 elections. It’s time to fire Hatch!

Sandra Peterson, WASHINGTON CITY

Lions Club steps up to help  
blind members of community

The St. George Lions Club has really 
stepped up for local blind residents. The 
National Federation of the Blind of Utah 
is having its state convention in Salt Lake 
City on May 17-19. The blind members of 
the NFB’s local Red Rocks Chapter find 

transportation to events outside the area a 
real challenge. The Lions Club heard of this 
problem and stepped up with a substantial 
donation to assist with this worthy cause. 

The Lions Club is well known for their 
support of the blind and visually impaired. 
They get their monies from numerous 
fundraisers. Here in St. George, their biggest 
event is the Dixie Roundup Rodeo held at the 
Sun Bowl every year in September. Since the 
Sun Bowl is conveniently located here in the 
city, it makes attendance to events easy for 
all residents and visitors — both sighted and 
blind.   

Once again, I would like to thank the 
St. George Lions Club for their thoughtful 
and generous donation to the Red Rocks 
Chapter of the NFB of Utah, as well as all the 
charitable work they do throughout the year.

Robert L. Olsen, ST. GEORGE

Family appreciative of support  
after loved one’s passing

We would like to express our deepest 
thanks and appreciation to all those who 
contributed in any way when our loving wife, 
mother, daughter and dear friend passed 
away. The family was so overwhelmed with 
the compassion and kindness of everyone. 
Thanks to those who sent condolences, 
flowers, brought food, donated money and 
time, helped with fundraisers, and helped in 
any way with the planning of services.

We feel blessed to live in such a wonderful 
community. Trina touched so many lives 
in her time here on earth and we miss her 
dearly. May your memory of her be as 
wonderful as ours.

The Trina Jo Taylor Lowry Family, 
Dallas, K’Loni, Toni, Brady Lowry, 

Sandy and Tiffany Taylor, Bruce Taylor, 
Kathy Allen, ENOCH

Interior Secretary Ken Salazar visited 
Southern Utah on Monday to dedicate the 
Red Cliffs National Conservation Area and 
the Beaver Dam National Conservation Area. 
In both cases, Salazar and former Sen. Bob 
Bennett touted the way interested parties 
came together to hammer out an agreement 
that led to positive legislation.

The effort — officially known as the 
Washington County Growth and Conservation 
Act of 2009 but more commonly known as 
the “Washington County lands bill” — was 
years in the making. The effort started in the 
middle of the last decade, when growth in 
Washington County was fast-paced and, some 
would say, out of control. 

Members of the Washington County 
Commission; then-Sen. Bennett, a Republican; 
and Rep. Jim Matheson, a Democrat, 
worked together to craft a bill that set 
aside thousands of acres for conservation 
and identified other parcels of land for 
development. It was a novel concept, people 
on both sides of the aisle working together to 
determine how best to plan for the future of 
the community.

The culmination was this week’s dedication 
ceremony that permanently sets aside parts 
of what is known as the Red Cliffs Desert 
Reserve as a conservation area. At the same 

time, it allows for development in other areas 
by allowing for the transplantation of the 
desert tortoise and other endangered species. 
That effort has allowed for construction 
projects in other parts of the county.

As Salazar and Bennett stated Monday, 
the grass-roots effort is serving as a model 
for communities across the nation as they 
determine which lands they want to set aside 
and protect.

Make no mistake, preservation is 
important. By some estimates, about 130,000 
people visited the Red Cliffs area in the 
2011 fiscal year, generating $9 million to 
$11 million in revenue for the area. That’s 
definitely a good economic reason for 
protecting this unique parcel of land.

And by preserving this land, other land 
can be developed to help fuel the economy via 
construction and then businesses run on those 
sites.

This is the way conservation and 
wilderness designations should be decided, 
not by a declaration by a president or a 
government agency. People at the local level 
should have a say in what happens to the 
land. The Washington County lands bill, and 
Monday’s dedication ceremony, prove that 
such an effort can be successful.
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OPINION
THE SPECTRUM & DAILY NEWS              T H E S P E C T R U M . C O M

Quick, hide under the covers. 
The nation’s storyteller, Barack 
Obama, unveiled a frightening 
new fable on the Internet intended 
to scare women away from sup-
porting fiscal conservatives in 
November. But as is increasingly 
common with Obama’s social 
media propaganda initiatives, 
“The Life of Julia” immediately 
flopped.

Why? Because 1) self-sufficient 
women voters aren’t as sheepish 
as Democratic strategists make 
them out to be, 2) conservative 
activists are overtaking Obama’s 
zombie army online, 3) non-delu-
sional Americans don’t want cra-
dle-to-grave utopians turning their 
country into the next Greece or 
Spain, and 4) responsible grown-
ups are getting sick and tired of 
radical Saul Alinsky-style tall tales 
from the progressive Pied Piper.

Using snazzy graphics and 
interactive slideshow features, 
BarackObama.com spins a glow-
ing narrative of imaginary Julia’s 
life from age 3 to 67. But “Julia” is 
a pathetic figment of the progres-
sive imagination. She simply can-
not function without the lifelong 
intervention of federal patriarchs.

Instead of two parents prepar-
ing her for school, Obama credits 
Head Start bureaucrats with en-
suring that Julia is “ready to learn 
and succeed” in kindergarten.

Instead of individual teachers, 
private mentors, home-school or-
ganizers or charter school leaders, 
Obama extols his federal Race to 
the Top program for implement-
ing the high school “classes she 
needs to do well” in college.

Instead of thrift-minded fami-
lies who save for their own kids’ 
higher educations (or who opt 
for non-college alternatives) and 
who encourage those kids to work 
in private-sector summer jobs, 
Obama praises his “opportunity 
tax credit” and Pell Grants for put-
ting Julia through college.

Instead of acknowledging how 
costly Obamacare mandates have 
caused individual-market health 
care insurers to drop plans alto-
gether, Obama promotes the gov-
ernment-manufactured umbilical 
cord tethering “children” like 
Julia to their parents’ health care 
plans until age 26.

“Under President Obama,” 
the campaign web feature then 
crows, “Julia starts her own web 
business. She qualifies for a Small 
Business Administration loan, giv-
ing her the money she needs to 
invest in her business. President 
Obama’s tax cuts for small busi-
nesses like Julia’s help her to get 
started. She’s able to hire em-
ployees, creating new jobs in her 
town and helping to grow the local 
economy.”

In the real world, according to 
Dun and Bradstreet, the SBA sup-
ported fewer than 62,000 small 
business loans: a measly 0.2 per-
cent of the nation’s 27.5 million 
small businesses. 

As soon as Obama publicized 
“The Life of Julia” on the web, 
conservative activists swarmed 
Twitter to provide real-world 
counter-narratives. 

My story? I’ve founded three 
web ventures over the past eight 
years without a penny of taxpayer 
money or government venture so-
cialism. We free-market-centered 
small-business women can “grow 
the local economy” and raise our 
children and improve our schools 
just fine without the meddling, pa-
triarchal hand of President Obama 
taking credit for our every last 
success.

Contact Michelle Malkin at 
malkinblog@gmail.com.

Michelle 
Malkin

Creators  
Syndicate  

The intersection between re-
ligion and politics can be more 
challenging than negotiating the 
Bloomington roundabout, but 
our Founding Fathers provided a 
simple key. The First Amendment 
allows free exercise of religion and 
religious expression, but prohib-
its Congress from requiring that 
we practice what someone else 
preaches. The 14th Amendment 
extended that prohibition to state 
law.

How well is that principle being 
followed today?

Many churches and preachers 
believe that life begins at “concep-
tion,” ie., the human spirit suppos-
edly enters a woman’s egg as soon 
as it is fertilized by a sperm. I’m 
not aware of any religious text that 
supports such belief, but even if 
one existed, turning religious be-
lief into a law that would define a 
fertilized egg as a “person” would 
violate the First Amendment. It 
also would prevent use of contra-
ceptives that prevent implantation 
of a fertilized egg. Moreover, all 
abortions would be considered 
as murder, and women could be 
charged with manslaughter or 
child endangerment if a fetus were 
injured in any manner, intended 
or not.

Mitt Romney’s LDS church has 
no religious doctrine about when 
human life begins. While it says 
its members should not “submit 
to, be a party to, or perform an 
abortion,” exceptions involving 
incest, rape, a severely defective 
fetus, or the health of the mother 
can be considered in some limited 
cases. Yet Mr. Romney dueled with 
Rick Santorum over who was the 
most zealous proponent of reli-
gious-based legislation, including 
so-called “personhood” state law, 
which would bring the govern-
ment into everyone’s medicine 
cabinet and bedroom. Such laws 
could even require the sacrifice of 
a mother to save an unborn fetus. 
That is not only religious zealotry, 
but pure hypocrisy by politicians 
who say government is already too 
intrusive.

Perhaps Romney will use his 
Etch-a-Sketch to return to his 
former status of “moderately con-
servative” Republican. Recent 
developments in Egypt’s own pres-
idential campaign provide an inter-
esting example. There is legitimate 
fear that the Muslim Brotherhood, 
which basically controls the new 
Egyptian legislation, will replace 
Egypt’s crony capitalism with 
strict Islamic law. However, the 
Brotherhood recently announced 
its support for a presidential can-
didate, Mr. Fotouh, who was one of 
its own early leaders, but who was 
expelled from the Brotherhood last 
year for advocating a pluralist and 
liberal approach to religion and 
politics.

Mr. Fotouh quotes the Koran as 
saying, “There is no compulsion in 
religion,” ie., the state should not 
compel people to abide by religious 
rules. Instead, his personal priori-
ties are individual freedom and so-
cial justice. He recently criticized 
the Brotherhood’s religious his-
tory, saying, “The overlap between 
what’s missionary and what’s par-
tisan politics is disastrous for the 
religious mission and a disaster for 
the party as well.” Despite his criti-
cism, the Brotherhood endorsed 
Mr. Fotouh’s candidacy over one 
of its own members. Republicans 
could learn from Mr. Fotouh. 

Romney should respect and 
practice the First Amendment, 
which we also preach to other 
countries. And he should remem-
ber Joseph Smith’s political advice: 
“Teach correct principles and let 
people govern themselves.”

Raymond Kuehne is a  
St. George resident.

IN OUR VIEW

DOONESBURY

PRICKLY CITY

Raymond 
Kuehne

The
Writers 
Group

Conservation areas
Don’t mix 
religion, 
politics

Don’t let 
your babies 
grow up to 
be ‘Julia’


