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Adoption is a viable, helpful  
alternative to abortion

Abortion should be illegal for all. Some 
people might ask why the United States of 
America should make abortions illegal, and the 
answer is as simple as this countries motto: 
life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. The 
key word in this motto is life. 

Google describes life as, “The period be-
tween the birth and death of a living thing.” 
This definition explains why abortions should 
be illegal, because everyone deserves the 
chance to be born. In our country we do not be-
lieve in taking an innocent life.

Many people try to make excuses as to why 
they are having an abortion, but in all reality 
there is no good excuse. Many young couples 
now cannot have children but would like a fam-
ily. Adoption is very expensive, and there are 
definitely more parents wanting to adopt then 
there are babies to be adopted, which is one 
reason it is so expensive. 

Instead of having an abortion, we should 
have these mothers give their baby up for 
adoption so that someone else could have the 
opportunity to raise children. Overall, abor-
tions should be illegal for anyone for any rea-
son so that we can give everyone a chance  
to born.

Teisha Hinton, ST. GEORGE

Constitution erodes while many 
people fail to pay attention

The bulk of the Senate, House of 
Representatives and the president have de-
cided that anyone who protests any place 

where  the Secret Service is being utilized  
should get up to seven years in prison. Your 
fate will be determined by whomever the 
Secret Service is covering. Look up HR 347.

These are the same people who decided 
that the president can have you “taken out,” 
“killed,” “waisted” without a trail or jury if you 
are perceived as a threat to “nation security.” 
Yet a serial killer or those who bombed the 
World Trade Center can only get life in prison 
in New York! 

The U.S. Constitution is dead! And the av-
erage fluorinated water-drinking, vaccine-in-
jected schlemiel is clueless. They just keep 
going with the program. Meanwhile, compa-
nies keep dividing the pie. Something big is 
happening around the world, and I fear that we 
are next.

Joseph DuPont, TOWANDA, PA.

Come out to wrestling  
tournament, lend hand to family

I am writing to you about the benefit wres-
tling tournament for Coach Dallas Lowry. As 
most know, Trina Lowry, his wife, passed away 
in a fatal car accident. At Canyon View High 
School on April 14, we are having a tournament 
for them. The cost is $10, and all the money 
raised will go to the Lowry family.

Coach Lowry has been my wrestling coach 
for over six years, and he means a lot to me. 
He is also a high school freshmen football 
coach at Canyon View. So anyone who wants to 
wrestle (preschool to 12th grade) should come 
and support the Lowry family.

Tyler Haley, CEDAR CITY

Few things are as precious to the human 
eye than the sight of a smile on a child’s face. 
Helping create those smiles through the 
craftsmanship of wooden toys has been the pri-
mary mission for The Happy Factory, a Cedar 
City-based charity, for almost 15 years.

This organization — assisted by a dedi-
cated group of volunteers — has provided 
more than 1.1 million wooden toys to children 
around the world. And later this month, The 
Happy Factory is receiving an award from the 
Utah Commission on Volunteers as Nonprofit 
Program of the Year. It’s an honor that is well 
deserved.

Lloyd Pendelton, acting director for the 
commission, cited The Happy Factory’s all-
volunteer workforce and the way the charity 
allows many senior citizens with opportunities 
to put their skills to use in their spare time. 
The statewide award will be presented at an 
awards banquet April 25 in Layton.

What makes this award so impressive is that 
it is awarded based on not just the mission and 
results that The Happy Factory has produced 

over the years, but on the volume of people in 
the Cedar City community willing to step for-
ward to assist in the crafting and shipping of 
the toys, as well as the administrative duties 
necessary to ensure the logistics are all han-
dled on a regular basis.

This mission may have started in the home 
workshop of Charles and Donna Cooley, but it 
blossomed when the community got behind it 
and started shipping toys to areas of the world 
where children live in extreme poverty and 
toys are very much a luxury compared to those 
available to children in the United States.

Local organizations and companies — the 
Cedar City Lions Club, Calvary Chapel Cedar 
City, Longview Fibre and Timberline Cabinets, 
among others — have stepped forward to make 
this an important part of their outreach ef-
forts. And the result is kids who wouldn’t oth-
erwise have something fun to play with enjoy-
ing time with their very own toy.

And we can’t discount the smiles that go 
along with that experience — a happy  
result, indeed.
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For the past couple of weeks, 
I’ve been describing how many 
things — big things, little things, 
all kinds of things — can change 
our environment, leaving us 
disoriented and scrambling for 
responses. I started with John 
Boyd’s theories, the “OODA 
loop” (Observe-Orient-Decide-
Act) and “fast transients,” and 
related these to big geopolitical 
shifts like the fall of the Berlin 
Wall and the Arab Spring.  

Those dramatic changes were 
slowly unfolding long before 
most of the world could fathom 
what was happening. Then they 
seemed to hit unexpectedly. And 
on reflection, isn’t that the way 
most change unfolds? Change 
is gradual and dimly perceived 
(while fast transients move un-
der the surface) and then it isn’t. 
An engine leaks oil for months, 
but seizes in an instant. A singer 
perfects her music for years 
and becomes an “overnight” 
sensation. An adversary decides 
to strike way before the blow 
comes.  

So what fast transients is ev-
eryone missing today? Better 
yet, right now, as you sit at your 
table reading this, what changes 
have already happened but just 
haven’t hit you yet? Here are 
some geopolitical possibilities to 
think about:

China’s decline — Everyone 
assumes China’s rise and 
America’s decline. But what 
if they’re wrong? Harvard’s 
Michael Beckley recently pub-
lished a provocative article ti-
tled “China’s Century?” (easy to 
find on Google). With empirical 
evidence Beckley argues that, in 
relative terms, China’s economic 
and technological performance 
lags behind the United States 
and actually has fallen further 
behind. Two points jump out. 
First, despite all our woes, “the 
United States is now wealthier 
compared to China than it was 
in 1991.” Second, long term 
demographic trends work 
against China’s competitiveness. 
Because of its “one-child policy,” 
it will soon be dealing with a 
shrinking work force to support 
a rising population of elderly. By 
contrast, the U.S. worker-depen-
dent ratio looks healthy in com-
ing decades. 

World energy glut — What if 
we we’re not about to run out 
of fossil fuels after all? What if 
we keep finding newer, better 
ways to get at oil and natural 
gas deposits? And what if it’s not 
all in the Middle East? In recent 
years, Brazil has discovered 
vast new offshore oil fields, 
millions of barrels are coming 
from Canada’s oil sands, North 
Dakota’s oil shale is produc-
ing 400,000 barrels a day, and 
Pennsylvania’s shale gas depos-
its promise years of accessible 
energy. Industry analyst Daniel 
Yergin told the New York Times, 
“This is an historic shift ... a new 
rebalancing, with the Western 
Hemisphere moving back to 
self-sufficiency.”

Global Crime-wars — There 
are also far gloomier scenarios. 
In past columns, I’ve described 
the narco-insurgency in Mexico 
and the growing threat of trans-
national crime and trafficking. 
Could Mexican cartel wars be 
just the exposed part of a mas-
sive cluster of fast transients 
that are warping the global eco-
nomic system? And seeing the 
sustained violence of the cartels 
as they compete for power, what 
happens if they take their fight 
global? Or have they already 
done that?

Next week, what personal fast 
transients are we missing?  

Tad Trueblood has more than 
20 years experience in the U.S. 
Air Force and national security.
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Rep. Rob Bishop encouraged 
the Utah Legislature to pass leg-
islation demanding that the fed-
eral government hand over title 
of most federal lands in Utah to 
state control. He asked for “a 
quiver of legislative arrows that 
send a message to the federal 
government.” One will hit, he 
hopes.  

Bishop’s argument suggests 
that federal ownership of public 
lands limits the state’s ability to 
generate revenues for schools. 
And Bishop excitedly points to 
an impending paradigm shift to 
suggest that a national drive for 
energy independence may help 
Easterners see the light when it 
comes to the development of nat-
ural resources including oil and 
natural gas on these lands.

Yet the Bureau of Land 
Management, which controls 
most of the lands in question, is 
already well equipped to lease 
land for resource extraction 
where doing so makes economic 
sense. The BLM has a multiple-
use mandate that encourages the 
agency to make these resources 
available to private exploitation 
for public benefit. The state of 
Utah, on the other hand, doesn’t 
have this same ability.

The BLM’s multiple-use man-
date requires that the agency 
look at the best use of particular 
parcels. If an area is attractive 
to hikers or climbers and would 
benefit a local economy by at-
tracting tourists, then it’s not 
likely that BLM is going to lease 
it for oil rigs. The BLM has to as-
sess other uses as well, such as 
wildlife habitat. So the resource 
development that Bishop hopes 
for is already underway, though 
it is the federal treasury that re-
ceives the income from sales.

What’s interesting when we 
speak of paradigms is how Rep. 
Bishop and the elected leader-
ship in Utah fail to grasp the eco-
nomic value of these vast open 
spaces. They view open space 
as wasted space. Yet those same 
Easterners that Bishop hopes to 
appeal to with “drill, baby, drill” 
visit Utah to experience the 
open space that they lack back 
home. In 2010, 20.2 million do-
mestic and international visitors 
traveled to Utah, spending an 
estimated $6.5 billion. Tourism 
supported almost 123,000 jobs 
and generated $842 million in 
state and local tax revenues, ac-
cording to the Utah Office of 
Tourism, Governor’s Office of 
Economic Development.

Energy independence is an 
important goal, but that doesn’t 
mean a continued reliance on old 
ways. The impending paradigm 
shift means that we have to tran-
sition to new forms of energy 
in wind and solar and decrease 
reliance on oil by increasing au-
tomobile fuel economy, among 
other actions.

We also need a paradigm 
shift here in Utah. We need our 
leadership to embrace a future 
of possibility that recognizes 
the value of healthy landscapes. 
Resource extraction is a part 
of that future but so is capital-
izing on Utah’s beauty and wild 
lands. At Bishop’s prodding, the 
Legislature passed and the gov-
ernor signed legislation demand-
ing that the federal government 
hand over these lands. But this 
legislation is both unconstitu-
tional and has no chance of ever 
happening. 

Rep. Bishop got his quiver of 
arrows from the Legislature, but 
they miss the mark.  

James P. McMahon is an 
ecologist and entrepreneur. He 
writes from his home overlook-
ing the Santa Clara River in 
Southern Utah.
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